
Publication 

planning

Authorship

PLS 

development

• Where appropriate, patients can be 

part of the publication planning process 

as part of steering committees or 

working groups

• They can advise on topics discussed 

during the planning stages, e.g. open 

access requirements, PLS and enhanced 

content development needs

• Patients can be included in 

publications as either consultants, 

authors or contributors

• Patients should be listed as authors if 

they meet ICMJE authorship criteria

• Eligible patient authors should be 

involved from the start of the 

publication development, and 

reasonable adjustments (technical 

and timing) should be made
• PLS (or PLSPs) should be considered 

for all publications to support the 

communication of biomedical research 

to many audiences, including patients

• PLS come in a range of formats and 

should be peer reviewed and, ideally, 

reviewed by a patient
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